Socials LSP - First Nations Group Project

Due Date:______________

For this assignment you will be researching one of 6 main geographical groups First Nations groups in Canada.  We will be focusing on the pre-contact period for this assignment (this means before Europeans came to Canada.) Your group will present what you have learned to the class.  
Your presentation must include a visual aspect as well as provide information about your group.

Choose a culture from one of these categories:

	Eastern Woodlands Hunters
Eastern Woodlands Farmers
Peoples of the Plains

Peoples of the Plateau
	The Inuit of the Arctic
Peoples of the Northwest Coast

Peoples of the  Eastern Sub-Arctic
Peoples of the  Western Sub-Arctic




Research Topics – must do location, social structure and groups within the larger cultural category. Pick an additional 4 topics from the list below (7 in total)
1. *Location – map, physical geographic region, where in Canada?, how did they interact with their physical environment? What type of climate and habitat did they live in? How did they adapt? (see textbook)
2. *Social structure - how was society organized?, men’s and women’s work, who was in charge?, matrilineal?, patrilineal?, nomadic? what type of government did they have?
3. *Groups within the larger cultural category – which groups were in this category? explain two of the groups in more detail, similarities/differences between these groups?, connections between these groups?
4. Religion – spirituality, special ceremonies, beliefs, mythology, shamanism
5. Food - hunting, gathering, what was eaten?, how did they get food? how was food prepared? 
6. Housing - if your group had summer and winter housing talk about both, materials? 
7. Art - What did it look like or what form did it take, and what was it for?
8. Clothing – materials?, how were they made?, description
9. Technology – What types of technologies were used; how did they make use of their natural environment or natural resources?

Ways to present what you have learned…

I am open to several of ways of presenting.  If you have a suggestion that I have not listed please let me know and we can discuss it.

1. Poster board with diagrams and visuals of what you will be discussing.

2. PowerPoint or Prezi presentation with pictures included.

3. A diorama of a village to accompany your presentation.

4. Create a replica of a piece of First Nations’ art and explain the significance.

5. Create replicas of tools used by a First Nations group and explain how and why they were used.

6. If you know a traditional First Nations dance or song you can perform it for the class and explain the significance.

This project may be in point form unless you choose to put it in paragraphs.  Keep in mind that point form is usually better for presentations.  You must turn in your point form presentation.

How your project will be assessed:
· Research: Your presentation is accurately researched and contains a minimum of 7 topics which are discussed in depth (minimum 5 key points – usually you will need more than this to truly explain your topic.)

· Group work: You are a good participant and committed to your share of the work.

· Presentation: maximum 10 minutes.  Well-prepared, interesting, has a logical flow (beginning-middle-end), eye-contact, do not simply read the presentation, it should not seem like this is the first time you’ve seen this information, volume, speed, you can answer questions from the class.
· Visual: enhances your presentation, well-researched, accurate, a finished and polished product

· Note that some students may be marked more heavily on their visuals (diorama vs. poster with downloaded pictures) and some students may be marked more heavily on their presentation (an elaborate discussion on the social structure of the Iroquois vs. just the basics.)  We all have different strengths; I encourage you to use whatever your strengths are to your advantage for this project.

· Time management – use your time efficiently.  Do extra research on your own time.  

Materials:

· Make sure that you put all of your research into your own words.

· You must list all of your sources (bibliography.)  I will not mark your assignment until this is done.

· Please cite your sources properly.  Keep track of sources.  We will put this into the correct format before you hand in your project.

Suggested Sources:
· Crossroads Textbook
· Class worksheets
· Library databases
· Speaking to an elder/family member
· Website: Canada’s First Peoples Before Contact http://firstpeoplesofcanada.com/index.html 

